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Summer  
 

2011 

You are invited to the annual 
meeting on October 26, 2011  
 

This yearôs RDMIA annual meeting will 
be held at the Rio Sands Motel  

Conference Room on Wednesday, Oc-

tober 26, 2011, at 7:00 PM.  
The annual meeting is an op-

portunity to learn about 
community concerns and to 

meet and exchange ideas 
with neighbors and county 

officials.  
 

This year we plan to revisit 

the unresolved problem of 
the meandering Aptos Creek 

as it crosses the beach at the Espla-
nade (see Fall 2009 RDMIA Newslet-

ter  Many local and visiting beachgo-
ers and homeowners along Beach 

Drive want a permanent end to the 
creek -excavated -moat that signifi-

cantly restricts access to our popular 

public beach.  
 

We plan to have a brief presentation 
on the historical beach and improve-

ments, a presentation by Lorin Leten-
dre, President of the Carmel River 

Watershed Conservancy, and the par-
ticipation of various key 

agencies and Ellen Pirie.  Mr. 

Letendre has relevant experi-
ence with a beach/river in-

teraction similar to our own.  
 

On September 8, when the 
photos were taken, the creek 

had become a lake. The 

beach was a mess ðfar more 
bird prints than people 

prints, the ñsandò between portions of 

the lake looked like it had algae or 
some kind of ñvegetable-matterò 

growing on it.  Three fire pits were on 
an island -- inaccessible except by boat 

or wading!  
 

Your Board unanimously states that 

Fire Pits  
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RDMIA supports a permanent solu-
tion to the problem of the meander-
ing Aptos Creek, where it empties 
into the Rio del Mar Beach that will 
meet the requirements of the agen-
cies involved .  We believe that the 

vast majority of members would 
agree, but we have not tested that 

assumption.  Therefore, included on 
this yearôs annual ballot, you will find 

a question regarding a permanent 
solution to the meandering of Aptos 

Creek.  Please vote!  
 

Time to Vote!  
 

Every year a portion of the members 
of our Board are up for election as 

prescribed by the bylaws.  In addi-
tion, this year the Board is requesting 

membership support for two addi-
tional items:  
 

1.  proposed improvements and up-
dating of our bylaws as de-

scribed (in the next article) of 
this Newsletter.  The bylaws are 

too lengthy to mail to everyone, 
but you can see both the cur-

rent and proposed versions on 
our website:  www.rdmia.org .  

If you donôt have a computer, 
you can go to your nearest 

public library.  
2.  Your support of a permanent 

solution to the meandering Ap-

tos Creek, where it empties into 
the Rio del Mar Beach that will 

meet the requirements of the 
agencies involved.  

 

Please return the enclosed ballot 

before October 19 by regular mail 

or indicate your votes by email 
prior to October 21.  Thank you.  

 

Highlights of the RDMIA Semi-
annual Membership Meeting  
 

Our Semiannual RDMIA meeting on 
July 20, 2011 featured:  

¶ An update by Robin Musitelli (Ellen 
Pirieôs able analyst) concerning 

the Esplanade roundabout and the 
parking area.  This was expanded 

by questions from the community 
regarding other issues as well.  

¶ A walking tour of developments 
and businesses in and around the 

Esplanade.  This included the 
renovated Rio Sands Motel, the 

newly re -opened Café Rio, and the  

New lobby of the Rio Sands Motel  

Patio of the Café Rio  

Robin Musitelli  

http://www.rdmia.org
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We were greeted by excellent warm 

weather (no fog!).  The walk also 
provided lots of talking between par-

ticipants.  
 

As in the past, Rio 

Sands Motel of-
fered us the use of 

their conference 
room and were also 

kind enough to pro-
vide coffee and hot 

water for tea!  We 
sincerely appreci-

ate their generosity 
towards us and the 

community.  
  

Changing our bylaws  
 

Your Board has reviewed the Rio del 
Mar Improvement Association by -

laws with the intention of updating 
them and reducing their operational 

complexity.  Also, over the past sev-
eral years, a few interim changes 

have been made in the bylaws and 

ñacceptedò by the Board, but have 
not been officially  updated through 

the (currently cumbersome) process 
prescribed in the by - laws.  
 

Many new tools and capabilities exist 

now that didnôt when the original by-
laws were 

written some 

70 years ago.  
For example, 

the personal 
computer, 

internet, and 
email are fairly 

recent devel-
opments.   

Email facili-

tates distribution of a large fraction 

of the information provided to the 
members (for those who use a com-

puter) and also permits Board mem-

bers to communicate as a group  (to 
avoid Brown Act issues) regarding 

items that may occur between Board 
meetings and must be dealt with ex-

peditiously. This reduces cost and 
improves our ability to get things 

Esplanade development being     
done by RDMIA and volunteers.  

New plant-

ings and 

groundcover  
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done more rapidly.  
 

Proposed bylaw changes:  
 

¶ We propose to reduce the number 

of Board members from nine to 
seven, see Article VI, Section 1, 

Section 3, and Section 10.  Very 
seldom in our recent history have 

we had the full complement of 
nine.  In addition and with busy 

people, achieving a quorum of five 
becomes difficult.  Reducing the 

number of Board members from 
nine to seven makes the quorum 

one less (four) and should pro-

mote efficiency.  
¶ The costs of projects have in-

creased over the years, for exam-
ple, renovation of one of the traf-

fic islands at Rio del Mar and 
Clubhouse is approximately 

$5,000.  The current bylaws re-
quire approval of the membership 

for expenditures over $3,000, see 
Article VI, Section 1.  We propose 

to change the wording to:  excess 
of 50% of the current cash -onð
hand .   For reference, our ñcash-
on-handò typically varies between 

$600 and $7,000.  

¶ We have successfully used elec-
tronic (email) for written notices 

between Board members and be-
tween Board members and the 

general membership.  We propose 
that email transactions be offi-
cially  included (as written in Arti-
cle VI, Section 7, second para-

graph).  The process outlined in 
Article VI has been accepted and 

used by the Board, but has not 
been officially voted on by the 

membership as specified in the by
- laws.  Voting for this would offi-

cially place this in the by - laws.  
[Those wishing to receive regular 

mail copies of correspondence 
such as the Newsletter will con-

tinue to have that option.]  
¶ We propose to eliminate the 

specification of the amount of the 
dues in the bylaws, see Article 

VIII, section 2.  Annual Dues shall 
be payable on January 1 st  of each 
year.  Dues have increased very 
little over the history of the or-

ganization and the payment of 
them is voluntary.  We have no 

intention of increasing the dues in 

the foreseeable future.  However, 
specifying them in the bylaws 

means that the bylaws have to be 
changed periodically, which is 

very cumbersome (and easily for-
gotten).  

¶ We propose to replace a section 
(Article IX, Section 4) concerning 

reinstatement of members which 
is both ambiguous and which is 

never used.  The section will read:  
Withdrawn members may be fully 
reinstated by paying the annual 
dues for the year in which they 
rejoin.  

¶ We propose to modify the Amend-
ment process (Article IX, Section 

3) by adding the words:  elec-
tronic or regular  in front of mail  in 

the seventh sentence.  
¶ We propose to modify Article IX, 

Section 4 to allow the treasurer to 
be the sole signer on checks.  

¶ We propose to replace all refer-
ences to he with he/she.  

¶ We propose to eliminate all refer-
ences to previous updates both 

because they are in error and be-
cause they have little or no value.  
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Invitation to new Board  
Members  

 

We are looking for new candidates 

for the Rio del Mar Improvement As-
sociation Board.  We invite you to 

call or email one of the current Board 

members (contact information is on 
our website: www.RDMIA.org ).  
 

Board membership is an opportunity 

to ñgive backò to the community and 
to meet and work with some great 

local people from your community as 
well as with County government.  

Board members usually have inter-

ests in areas where they want to 
contribute their time and effort and 

they participate in achieving the pro-

jects that are undertaken by RDMIA.  

Their participation ranges from cook-
ing hot dogs to coordinating volun-

teers and permits with State and 
County government to complete a 

project, such as the planting of the 
new palm trees at the Esplanade.  
 

The Board meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month to discuss 

the projects that are under weigh, 
new projects and funding, and 

neighborhood issues that need atten-
tion.  We invite you to attend the 

next Board meeting.  
 

If you werenôt there, you 
missed a good picnic!  
 

A good time was had by all who at-

tended the third annual RDMIA picnic 
at Hidden Beach Park for members, 

friends, and neighbors.  The theme 
of this yearôs picnic was ñgetting to 

know you.ò  Hotdogs, chips, lemon-
ade and cake were purchased by 

RDMIA, and delicious side dishes 
were abundantly provided by mem-

bers of RDMIA.  About 35 people 

came and shared food and fellow-

ship.  The weather on June 25 was a 
typical cool morning which turned to 

sunshine later in the day.  Please 
plan to join us next year for what is 

becoming a neighborhood tradition.  
Special thanks to Fay Levinson and 

Joe Vela for organizing the picnic  

and to Chef Tom Pistole for cooking 
the hotdogs.  

http://www.RDMIA.org
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Electric Vehicle Charging Station 
now in Rio del Mar!  
 

Will Beckett, intrepid electric vehicle 
advocate and owner (see Winter 2009 

RDMIA Newslet-
ter for previous 

article) asked 

RDMIA to an-
nounce that he 

now has a public  
electric vehicle 

recharging sta-
tion available 

(323 Los Altos 
Drive, Rio del 

Mar)  open to 
anyone with an 

electric vehicle.  
There is no cost 

to the user.    

Mark you calendar:  October 26 Annual 
RDMIA Meeting!  
 

Vote and return Ballots to RDMIA by 

October 19!  


