Report on the Annual Meeting

The 2011 Annual Meeting was the
best attended of any Annual or Semi
Annual RDMIA meeting of which we
have record. Well over 100 people
attended (standing room only) some
were even in the hallway peering in
the doors!

There is intense community interest

in our major topic: the Rio del Mar
Beach and Lagoon (see newsletters:
fall 2009 and summer 2011 on our
website). We had some excellent
presentations. Lorin Letendre, Presi-
dent of the Carmel River Conservancy
told us about the experience of deal-
ing with the Carmel River in a similar
situation to ours and provided us with
hope of finding a solution. Chuck
Carlson, Aptos History Museum pre-
sented a photo -history of the Rio del
Mar Beach and Lagoon, going back to
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before the area was developed. Kris-
tin Kittleson, County Biologist, de-
scribed the value of the lagoon and
the conditions needed to nurture the
protected species of fish (Steelhead
and Tidewater Goby). Copies of
three of the four presentations may
be found on our website, the fourth
will be included after the presenter

adds written descriptive material for
the pictures presented.

In addition, Ellen Pirie gave us an up-
date on the Aptos Village Plan, trans-
portation issues: Highway 1, Road
Maintenance, the Status of the Rio
del Mar Traffic Circle, and the uncom-
pleted purchase of the Union Pacific
right -of-way.

The Treasurerb6s Report

sented as was the voting results.
They may be found on pages 4 and 5.
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RDMI Ad6s Newest Co mmi

Rio del Mar Beach and Lagoon
Conservancy

As a result of the Annual Meeting and
demonstrated community interest, we
now have a Committee in RDMIA
named the RJo del Mar Beach & La-
goon Conservancy with the following
Goals and Obijectives:

1 Long-Term Goal : We seek to de-
fine and implement a sustainable
long -term solution to limit Aptos
Creek meandering across Rio del
Mar Beach and to assure a nurtur-
ing habitat for the protected fish
species in the lagoon that will sat-
isfy all permitting agencies.

The objectives are to

1 Ensure public beach access
to this popular State Beach

1 Ensure public safety of the
beach

1 Reduce the extent of stag-
nant and unsanitary standing
water on the beach

1 Improve the quality of the
lagoon for fish, particularly
the Steelhead and Tidewater
Goby

1 Protect the beach -side
homes from Creek -caused
beach erosion.

1 Near-Term Goal : We seek a near
term solution which will provide
beach -side homes protection from
erosion prior to completion of plan-
ning and implementation of the
long -term solution.

The objective is to

1 Temporarily redirect the flow
-path of Aptos Creek and/or
provide protection to proper-
ties along the beach through

t Eneéh%ds to be defined by
consulting geomorphologists
and approved by the permit-
ting agencies.

The current RDMIA members of this
Committee are: Steve Allen, Bill
Comfort, Denise Roberts, and Jim
Vaudagna. Additional members will
likely be added. RDMIA Board mem-
bers will help as needed.

This is an ambitious project. We have
to pay highly specialized consultants
who are experts in beach and lagoon
formation; they will develop both the

long -term - and near -term -plans. The

plans then have to be approved by
multiple governmental agencies be-
fore we can pursue implementation.
Once approved, we will implement the
plan(s) which will likely be expensive;
and may require several years to
complete!

Consultants and the various permit-
ting agencies require a governmental
entity to be involved in this process.
Public Works has agreed to serve as
Lead Agency to secure the necessary
permits. The Resource Conservation
District (RCD) has agreed to serve as
the contracting agency and to accept
and disburse funds to contractors.

No governmental funding is currently
available, though limited amounts
might be available as a match in the
future.

We are currently raising funds to pay
for a contract with specialized con-
sultants to develop successful plan(s).
This step will also be helpful in seek-
ing grants for completing the long
term plan and for implementing it.



Wedve made
The Contract with Environmental Sci-
ences Associates and Philip Williams &
Associates (ESA/PWA), the organiza-
tion to which the consultants belong,
has been initiated and work has be-
gun. Since mid -November, we have
received donations of over $19,000 of
the required $31,000 to complete this
contract.

We encourage members of the Rio del
Mar community to make donations

our beach and lagoon are a commu-
nity treasure. Donations made

through the RCD are tax  -deductible.
Should you wish to make a donation,
please make your check payable to
ARCDSCCO
AAptos Lagoon
should be mailed to:

Sharon Corkrean,

Director of Finance
Resource Conservation
District of Santa Cruz County
820 Bay Avenue, Suite 128
Capitola, CA 95010
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t r emendou RjoSamls Matel Réenovation and

Prior History (thanks to Aptos History
Museum and Allen Collins who wrote an arti-
cle about the Rio Sands History in 1963)

The recent renovation of the Rio
Sands Motel was completed in only
eight months. Preparations required
more than five years for architectural
design and planning and securing per-
mits (including public hearings) to
proceed with the remodel.

The resulting renovation: a beautiful
Mediterranean exterior, remodeled
foyer and office, rooms, and an en-
closed stairway to the second floor
brings new vitality to Rio Del Mar.
The Rio Sands is lpcated only a block
€ RO MWES
from thé Riq del Mar, State Beach and
: on %t I ons .
a small beach™ -side community which
offers easy access to Rio Market (a
convenience store), the Pixie Deli, and
the Café Rio restaurant. Four room
types are available: kitchen, stove,
family suites, and junior suites, a
complimentary expanded breakfast, a
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heated (80F year -round) pool and
spa tub, and three BBQ pits. All of
the rooms are non -smoking and in-
clude a microwave, refrigerator, flat

screen television, in  -room coffee, hair

dryer and free high  -speed internet.

History : Dale and Joan Williams (of
Rio del Mar) formed "Rio Sands Com-
munity Apartments" as an entity, ac-
quired property and proceeded to
build a 42 -room motel along
Stephens Road. The project was
completed in 1963.

The financial plan was unique for the
times. Investors bought "shares" of
owner-ship in the enterprise and had
a specific room (or suite) assigned to
them for identification purposes. In
1963, one share sold for $13,500
and carried 3.445 -pctinterest in the
enterprise, which included common
facilities: parking, swimming pool,
lobby, offices, and manager's
guarters. In 1969 the enterprise
purchased three lots on the corner of
Aptos Beach Drive and Stephens
Road, which allowed the addition of
the social hall downstairs and eight
additional units upstairs.

The shareholders agreed to sell their
ownership interests to Phillip and
Winifred Davies (of Pebble Beach) in
1977. The Davies owned and man-
aged the facility until1988.

The owner of Rio Sands Motel, Lou
Bartfield and his wife, moved to
Santa Cruz County
after a career in commercial real es-
tate in Southern California. He pur-
chased the Capitola Venetian Motel
1975 and later purchased the Black-

burn House Motel in Santa Cruz. He
fell in love with the Rio Sands Motel
at first sight, and acquired the prop-
erty from the Davies in 1988.

RDMI A Treasurer o6s

1 Assets:
Comerica Bank: $9,119.32
Vanguard Acct.: $3,101.16

Total Assets : $12,220.48
1 Income :

Memberships: $7,475.00

Advertising: $1,325.00

Donations: $1,300.00

Donations (Esplanade

Palm Trees): $3,150.00

Total Income: $13,250.00
1 Expenses:

Website Hosting  $388.95
Newsletter (printing/mailing)
$848.66

Post Office (box, permit)
$362.00
Hospitality (picnic,
Refreshments) $127.99
Donation (Aptos History
Museum) $300.00
Insurance $603.00
Esplanade improvement
and Island maintenance
$7,442.29
Total Expenses : $10,142.89

RDMIA Voting Results

Total Votes Cast: 75
I ng BduRI Cahdidattsy : 6 70s
Bill Comfort 70
Fay Levinson 71

Deborah Vanderwoude 70

Repo



1 Bylaw changes:

Support 70
Do not support 2
Blank 3

1 RDMIA supports a permanent solu-

tion to the problem of the mean-

dering Aptos Creek, where it emp-

ties into the Rio del Mar Beach that

will meet the requirements of the

agerncies involved
Support 69
Do not Support 1

Bl ank or fndwabt
Regarding the voting results on the
bylaw changes: the RDMIA board ap-
preciates the concern (expressed by
two members) over reducing the
number of required signatures on
RDMIA check expenditures from two
to one. We have a relatively small in-
come and expenditures are carefully
reviewed by our Board; we approve all
expenditures over $100.

Thank you!

Rio Sands Motel : The Board of Rio del

Mar Improvement Association thanks
Rio Sands Motel for the wonderful as-
sistance given to us and to the com-
munity. Rio Sands has generously
provided (free of charge) the use of
their conference room to RDMIA and
to other community groups for public
meetings for many years. RDMIA can
document having held Annual Meet-
ings there for at least sixteen years!
Rio Sands has also provided their con-
ference room for meeting State Rep-
resentative candidates, and for Public
Works meetings providing community

and

information on the Sewer Realignment
project.

For our Annual Meeting this year, Rio
Sands provided the room, coffee and
tea; and when asked if we could bring
in a rented public address system 0
their staff bought a system and al-
lowed us to use it.

In addition to serving the community,
Rio Sands also has made significant
financial contributions to RDMIA and
to our projects.

seeoQ :

Thank you to Lou Bartfield, to Guest
Services Manager Raquel Melenudo,
and to the wonderful Rio Sands staff.

EarthSong Landscaping : The Board of

Rio del Mar Improvement Association
thanks EarthSong Landscaping for
their services to RDMIA and the com-
munity. Matt Hoven, owner of Earth-
Song, drives past the islands regu-
larly. Several years ago, he had con-
tracted with RDMIA to renovate the
bricked islands, the narrow island that
follows, and the triangular island with
the large pine and river rock; mainte-
nance was not included. Since then,
when he notices these islands have
needed maintenance he has been do-
nating his time, including weeding and
plant replacement. Recently, he be-
came aware that
holding up as well as he would like
(gophers have been busy!). He came
to RDMIA and offered to replace the
weed cloth and install gopher wire for
only the cost of the materials (no la-
bor cost). This work will begin soon.
Thank you Matt.
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Allen Property Group, Inc. is your Santa Cruz County
real estate sales and leasing specialist. For results and

uncommon professional service, put your trust in us.

A

LEN

PROPERTY GROUP, INC.

Steven Allen, CCIM - Principal Broker/President
831-688-5100 | www.allenpginc.com

iR PC Solutions

discounts for Rio del Mar residents

Computer Support for the home.

Let me make it easy for you!

New Computer setup (831 ) 688-8669
Repairs and tune-ups

tlome netvons Will Beckett
Application training

24x7 on-line support service http://beckettpcsolutions.com

Quilici Gardening
! 849 Almar Ave.

{ Suite C, PMB 258
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

831.425.5269
State Contactor #669854

Gardening

APTOS-CREEKSIDE PET
HOSPITAL

b
NAOMI KIRSCHENBAUM, DVM i;
SARAH HAWKLYN, DVM

GEORGE R, HALL DVM  MARY F. SIRI, DVM

# FULL MEDICAL, SURGICAL AND DENTAL CARE FOR
DOGS, CATS, RABBITS AND OTHER SPECIES
+ PUPPY AND KITTEN PACKAGES %
*+ PRESCRIPTION DIETS
831-488-4242
10404 SOQUEL DRIVE
APTOS, CA 95003

LOCATED OFF FREEDOM BLVD, NEAR THE CHP OFFICE
hitp://aptos-creeksidepets.com/

MON-FRI SATURDAYS
8:00-6:00 8:00-2:00

“Creating & Maintaining
Beauty in the Landscape
For Over 20 Years”

" Design / Install . Lawns
Patios Paving Stone
Service / Repair . Irrigation

Water Conservation

Residential & Commercial

688-2314

WWW. EarthSnnglandscapmg com

Futlv tnsured



Selling Rio Del Mar Real Estate
For Over 35 Year§

Dave Mann Greg Mann
(831) 662-6515 (831) 642-6506

Comtact Uk For A Free Real Estate Consultatian!

www . AptosRealEstate.com




